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that justice is neither bought nor sold.
The Government of Cambodia bears the
burden of proving that it is part of the
solution—and not part of the problem.
International donors should not forget
for a single moment that those killed 9
years ago were peacefully calling for
judicial reforms.

As I have in the past, I ask unani-
mous consent that the names of those
murdered on March 30, 1997, be printed
in the RECORD following my remarks. I
know they remain in the thoughts and
prayers of their families and friends in
Cambodia, as do they in ours.

There being no objection, the names
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows: Mr. Cheth Duong
Daravuth, Mr. Han Mony, Mr. Sam
Sarin, Ms. Yong Sok Neuv, Ms. Young

Srey, Ms. Yos Siem, Ms. Chanty
Pheakdey, Mr. Ros Sear, Ms. Sok
Kheng, Mr. Yoeun Yorn, Mr. Chea
Nang, Mr. Nam Thy.

——————

FRAUDULENT PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS IN BELARUS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I want to express my concerns about
the recent presidential election in
Belarus.

I have previously noted the tremen-
dous hardships Belarus has endured
throughout its history. For centuries,
Belarus has been fought over, occupied
and carved up. But Belarus’ declaration
of independence from the Soviet Union
in 1991 held great promise for a better
future. As it broke from communist
rule, it had the opportunity to build a
free nation and become part of a peace-
ful, more secure Europe. The country
began to embrace economic and polit-
ical reforms and democratic principles.
It established a constitution and held
its first Presidential election in 1994.

Unfortunately, the prospect of demo-
cratic change in Belarus was quickly
frozen as its first President, Alexander
Lukashenka, adopted increasingly au-
thoritarian policies, including amend-
ing the constitution in a flawed ref-
erendum to extend his term and broad-
en his powers. Lukashenka’s regime
has been marked by a terrible human
rights record that is progressively get-
ting worse, with little respect for free-
dom of expression, assembly or an inde-
pendent media. A pattern of disturbing
disappearances of opposition leaders
fails to be seriously investigated by au-
thorities. The living conditions in
Belarus are declining and
Lukashenka’s refusal to institute eco-
nomic reforms has only aggravated the
situation.

The 2005 State Department Human
Rights report states that ‘‘the govern-
ment’s human rights record remained
very poor and worsened in some areas
with the government continuing to
commit numerous serious abuses.”” The
report goes on to acknowledge that
Lukashenka ‘‘systematically under-
mined the country’s democratic insti-
tutions and concentrated power in the
executive branch through flawed
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referenda, manipulated elections, and
undemocratic laws and regulations.”
Mr. President, the litany of human
rights abuses documented in this re-
port show that Lukashenka has only
used the last 12 years to increase the
reign of tyranny and oppression in
Belarus.

The elections of March 19, 2006 con-
tinued Lukashenka’s repressive tactics
and total disregard for democratic
principles. The Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, OSCE,
which observed the elections, stated in
its report that ‘‘the arbitrary abuse of
state power, obviously designed to pro-
tect the incumbent President, went far
beyond acceptable practice. The in-
cumbent President permitted State au-
thority to be used in a manner which
did not allow citizens to freely and
fairly express their will at the ballot
box.”” The report cited a ‘‘climate of in-
timidation and insecurity’’ and a
“highly problematic’’ vote count dur-
ing and after the election.

The recent so-called ‘‘color revolu-
tions” in Georgia, the Ukraine, and
Kyrgyzstan, showed what can happen
when a country’s people become fed up
with the oppression of tyrants and call
for democratic, representative govern-
ment. Let us hope that the fledgling
democracy movement in Belarus has a
similar chance to flower. A number of
courageous Belarusians braved intimi-
dation and took serious risks to de-
nounce the election results in peaceful
public demonstrations; unfortunately,
these risks were made imminently
clear when Belarusian security forces
marched into the public square where
they were rallying and forcibly de-
tained a number of them in the early
morning hours of March 24. I add my
voice to the chorus of those calling for
the Belarusian authorities to respect
the rights of their citizens, hold valid
elections, and immediately release
those who were detained simply for
peacefully expressing their views.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On November 14, 2001, Pablo Parrilla
was charged with first-degree inten-
tional homicide in the shooting death
of his sister’s girlfriend, Juana Vega.
Parilla confronted Vega outside her
Milwaukee, WI, house and shot her re-
peatedly. According to reports, Parrilla
was shouting sexually derogatory slurs
toward Vega throughout the attack.

I would note that recently in the
House, hate crimes legislation was
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passed in a bipartisan vote. I strongly
believe that we must also move similar
legislation in the Senate. In the
months ahead, I look forward to work-
ing with Senator KENNEDY as we con-
tinue our work in passing a hate
crimes bill.

——————

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY
MONTH

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise today to commemorate National
Women’s History Month.

This is an important national observ-
ance that reminds us to celebrate the
immense accomplishments and ever-
lasting contributions of women.
Women have helped shape our society
since the first settlers landed on Amer-
ica’s shores, and women continue to
lead us into the future.

It is important that we remember the
efforts of women such as Harriet Tub-
man, Amelia BEarhart, Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Mad-
eleine Albright, Maya Angelou, Ella
Fitzgerald, Betty Friedan, Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Billie Jean King, Margaret
Mead, Sacagawea, and Chien-Shiung
Wu. We celebrate the diverse contribu-
tions of each of these remarkable
women to all facets of American soci-

ety.
The State of New Jersey is home to
many commendable women. Alice

Paul, Elizabeth Coleman White, Mary
Norton, and Mary Roebling are just a
few.

Alice Paul was as a leader of the
women’s suffrage movement, founder of
the National Women’s Party, and au-
thor of the equal rights amendment.
This longtime activist for women’s
equality is well known for picketing
the White House, which landed her in
jail during the summer of 1917 but
helped secure women’s right to vote.
Few have had as great an impact on
American history as Alice Paul.

Elizabeth Coleman White was born
on her family’s cranberry farm in New
Lisbon, NJ. She partnered with Fred-
erick Coville on her farm to create the
first commercial crop of blueberries.
Ms. White was also the first person to
use a cellophane wrap in fruit ship-
ment.

Mary Norton was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1924 and
served in Congress for 26 years. She
was a member of the famous Petticoat
Front in the 80th Congress, which was
a bipartisan group of women who
fought to gain equal footing with men
as legislators. At the time, only seven
women served in the Congress. Today,
thanks in part to Mary Norton’s pio-
neering efforts, a record 84 women are
Members of Congress.

Mary Roebling was the first woman
to head a major commercial bank, the
Trenton Trust Company, and in 1958
she became the first female governor of
the New York Stock Exchange. She has
proven that women can be just as suc-
cessful in the business world, and any
sector, as men.
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These four women are only a handful
of those who deserve recognition for
their contributions to America.

In 1981, Congress passed a resolution
establishing National Women’s History
Week, which coincides with Inter-
national Women’s Day. At the request
of the National Women’s History
Project, this was expanded to a month
in 1987. I have always been proud to
support this effort.

I hope that National Women’s His-
tory Month will continue to help edu-
cate Americans about women’s accom-
plishments and inspire more women to
reach for the stars.

————
A SPEAKER FOR IDAHO

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I never
had the opportunity to serve with
Bruce Newcomb in the Idaho State
Legislature, but having been privileged
to get to know him, I very much would
have enjoyed working with a man of
his caliber.

Bruce is retiring from the Idaho
House of Representatives at the end of
the 2006 session, and he will be sorely
missed by his colleagues in the legisla-
ture and his constituents in Idaho.
Bruce has developed a reputation of
being an honest and evenhanded speak-
er of the house whose sense of humor
helps in tackling contentious issues
and a heavy workload. In addition, he
is a strong leader who is not afraid to
make a strong stand when the situa-
tion calls for it.

Having grown up on a working farm
and ranch in Idaho myself, I under-
stand the difficulty of going to Boise to
serve in the legislature in the middle of
the calving season. Bruce has been able
to handle his work as a rancher while
serving the constituents of Idaho, with-
out sacrificing the quality of either
profession—not to mention his impor-
tant duties as a family man, the hus-
band of Celia Gould and father of five
children. It takes a truly talented man
to handle all these responsibilities and
continue to have such strong loyalty
and respect from colleagues, family,
and friends.

Over the 2006 President’s Day recess,
I had the opportunity to share the floor
with Bruce at the Mini-Cassia Lincoln
Day Luncheon in Burley, ID, to answer
questions from the constituents of
Idaho. Bruce fielded all the State-re-
lated questions and handled them with
impressive knowledge, not to mention
a down-home country charm which
made complicated issues easy to under-
stand. After seeing Bruce in action
with his constituents in his home dis-
trict, it is easy to understand why he
will leave such huge boots to fill when
he retires.

Bruce served 20 years in the Idaho
House of Representatives, where he
held many different leadership roles:
majority caucus chairman, assistant
majority leader, majority leader, and
four terms as speaker of the house. His
four terms as speaker marks him as
the longest-serving speaker in the
Idaho House of Representatives.
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Bruce, thank you for your service to
our State. You truly are a speaker who
speaks for Idaho.

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, when the
2006 session of the Idaho State Legisla-
ture adjourns this year, it will signal
the end of an era. The longest-serving
speaker of the Idaho House of Rep-
resentatives will be retiring. Bruce
Newcomb, a rancher from Burley, will
leave the legislature after a total of 20
yvears. He spent the past four terms as
speaker and leaves boots that will be
difficult to fill, to say the least.

Bruce and I served together in the
legislature in the late 1980s. My former
colleague is a thoughtful man of prin-
ciple and a terrific sense of humor.
Bruce is also one of my closest friends.
Over the years, I have worked with him
on many issues important to Idaho,
and I know that I can always turn to
him for solid advice and counsel. His
reputation for cooperation and collabo-
ration is well deserved. He consistently
seeks out fair and just solutions to pol-
icy challenges, even the more conten-
tious and divisive such as water issues
and term limits. Nevertheless, Bruce is
unafraid to take a respectful but
strong stand when circumstances re-
quire it. He earned such loyalty among
colleagues and coworkers that when he
lost his hair in a bout with cancer in
the 1990s, many of them shaved their
heads in a show of solidarity.

Bruce takes his public service very
seriously. Idaho has gained from his
wisdom, love for our State and ability
to see clearly a path forward. Idaho’s
legislature is losing a remarkable man
who has served all Idahoans faithfully
and with excellence. I wish him and his
family the very best in retirement, and
thank him for his steady, close friend-
ship over the years.

——
COMBAT METH ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to include in the RECORD an
additional comment regarding the
Combat Meth Act, which was passed
into law earlier this year as part of the
USA-PATRIOT Reauthorization Act.

While much has been said about the
portions of this bill that address the
national meth problem, I wish to high-
light the commonsense approach this
legislation provides for preventing the
diversion of controlled substances.

The Controlled Substances Act re-
quires its registrants to ensure that
controlled substances do not fall into
the wrong hands in the places where
they are manufactured, distributed, or
sold. To this end, it has always been
the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion’s goal to encourage such reg-
istrants to investigate fully the back-
grounds of potential employees who
might have access to such substances,
specifically for drug-related criminal
convictions.

However, certain State and local pri-
vacy laws have had the potential to
hamper this objective. These laws frus-
trate the purpose of the Controlled
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Substances Act and the objectives of
the Drug Enforcement Administration
by, among other things, purporting to
prohibit registrants from asking ques-
tions relating to an applicant’s experi-
ence with controlled substances, in-
cluding whether they have been con-
victed of drug-related crimes. The real-
world implication has been, in a word,
nonsensical. In my own State of Cali-
fornia, for example, there is a State
law that provides that employers are
not allowed to question a potential em-
ployee about certain drug-related
criminal convictions that are older
than 2 years. This prohibition also pur-
ports to cover employers who are reg-
istered under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act. If a registrant complied
with this State law, it could mean that
a responsible pharmacy could hire
someone to work at the cash register
who would be in a position to divert
pharmaceutical products, and the em-
ployer would never have any clue about
the applicant’s past. This runs counter
to the purpose of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act and undermines the DEA’s
efforts to prevent the unlawful diver-
sion of controlled substances.

The law we passed clarifies once and
for all that registrants can and should
fully vet applicants, including asking
them about any and all drug-related
criminal convictions—not as an in-
fringement on someone’s privacy but
as a safeguard to ensure that people
with access to controlled substances do
not pose risks to the public welfare.
This legislation makes clear that those
on the frontlines of preventing con-
trolled substance diversion have a cru-
cial tool they need to do their job.

———
RELEASE OF JILL CARROLL

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President,
today is a day of great celebration for
Jill Carroll, and her friends and family.
The Christian Science Monitor reporter
and Ann Arbor native was set free
today in Baghdad nearly 3 months
after being Kkidnapped in an ambush
that killed her translator. The U.S.
Embassy is now working hard to re-
unite Jill with her family as soon as
possible.

In Michigan, we all anxiously
watched and prayed for the release of
this young woman, and I want to ex-
press my gratitude to everyone who
worked hard for her release. I want to
thank the Arab-American and Muslim-
American leaders in Michigan and
across the country for their hard work.

The Islamic Shura Council of Michi-
gan which represents more than two
dozen mosques and Islamic organiza-
tions in Southeast Michigan held a
press conference publicly calling for
her release. The Council on American-
Islamic Relations sent a delegation to
Baghdad to lobby for her release. The
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee, The Arab American News
and the Congress of Arab American Or-
ganizations also issued public state-
ments calling for Jill Carroll’s release.
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